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UTILITY COMMITTEE  

June 22, 2010 

9:00 a.m. 

The Columbia County Utility Committee met in a scheduled meeting in the City of Lake 
City Council Chambers at 9 a.m. 

Members Present: 

 Commissioner Jody Dupree 
 Commissioner Scarlet Frisina 
 Commissioner Stephen Bailey 
 Councilman Eugene Jefferson  

Members Absent: 

Councilman George Ward  
At Large Member Walt Graham
At Large Member Billy Dow 

Others in Attendance for County: 

County Manager Dale Williams     Public Works Director Kevin Kirby 
Office Manager Carolyn Baker Deputy Clerk Sandy Markham 
Marc Neihaus, Eutaw Utilities County Engineer John Colson 
County Purchasing Director Ben Scott GTC Design Group, Chad Williams 
David Kraus     Utilities-Drainage Superintendent J.M. Moody 
Greg Bailey of Bailey Bishop & Lane 

Order: 

Chairman Dupree called the meeting to order.   

Eastside Village Rates: 

Mr. David Kraus said that Kirby D. Morgan(d.b.a Eastside Village) raised water rates from 
$35 to $45 in January 2010. After raising the rates, Kirby D. Morgan learned that Eastside Village 
falls under County Ordinance 2007-15 and that the rates are regulated by the county.  Mr. Kraus 
said the County needs to set the rate.  It was proposed that the Utility Committee recommend 
approval of the current rate and appointment of a hearing officer. 

Commissioner Bailey asked if the increase from the $35 rate is the last rate increase 
approved by the Public Service Commission.  Mr. Kraus said he was not certain, but assumed the 
last increase was approved by the Public Service Commission.  Commissioner Bailey asked Mr. 
Kraus to verify the rate was approved by the Public Service Commission. 

MOTION by Commissioner Bailey to appoint Attorney Brian Armstrong as the Public 
Hearing Officer who will consider the rate increase, and submit his findings to the Board.  Second 
by Commissioner Frisina.  The motion carried unanimously. 

David Kraus 

Chairman Dupree introduced Mr. David Kraus and advised that Mr. Kraus would be the 
person who would relieve the workload relating to utilities from County Manager Dale Williams 
and Asst. County Manager Lisa Roberts. 
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College Manor Water System – Informational Item 

County Manager Williams advised that Ms. Daisy Jones has indicated that she is no longer 
capable, financially or otherwise, to maintain the College Manor Water System.  From what he has 
been told, there is a good chance that the county could be ordered to take this system over by the 
courts. 

Greg Bailey of Bailey, Bishop and Lane reviewed the water system at College Manor.  He 
summarized his findings on the 50 year old system.  He estimates the recommended improvements 
will be approximately $200,000.  This is a small water system with a net profit of approximately 
$1.200 per year. This system has a limited customer base of forty-seven homes, and is not a good 
candidate for expansion. It was estimated that the life of the system is no longer than one year.  
This area would likely qualify for Community Development Block Grant funds. 

It is believed that this customer base could best be served by the City of Lake City.  The 
water system is clearly within the five mile designated area the City has a right to serve in the 
unincorporated area. Thus far, the City has chosen not to take on this project.  The County has 
designated the College Manor area to be analyzed as part of its CDBG review process, but there is 
no guarantee that this project will qualify.  It was believed that the County and the City should work 
together to resolve this if a CDBG Grant is funded. 

In April 2010, the rate schedule for the College Manor Water System increased from $13.75 
base rate, plus $1.60 per 1000 gallons to $14 base rate plus $2 per 1000 gallons used.  If the City or 
the County takes this project over, there would be a rate increase.  Many residents in that area have 
called to say they cannot afford an increase. 

Commissioner Bailey asked that a letter be prepared and sent to all private water operators 
explaining the requirements of the utility ordinance and the requirements for implementing a rate 
increase. 

Utility Ordinance Update: 

The County Manager advised there are three newly proposed ordinances relating to utilities:  
Ordinance 2010-13 [Oil and Grease], Ordinance 2010-6 [Main extensions], and Ordinance 2010-11 
[Utility Rates]. The three proposed ordinances, along with an amendment to Ordinance 2010-2 
have been scheduled for public hearing on July 20, 2010. 

Infrastructure Corporation of America (“ICA”) 

County Manager Williams advised that ICA was selected through the bid process to operate 
the Ellisville Water Plant.  This contract has been reviewed by the County Attorney.  Approval and 
recommendation for adoption by the Board of County Commissioners was recommended. 

MOTION by Commissioner Bailey to recommend approval of the Infrastructure 
Corporation of America contract.  Second by Commissioner Frisina.  The motion carried 
unanimously.   
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Minute Approval: 

MOTION by Commissioner Bailey to approve the minutes of January 26, 2010.  Second by 
Commissioner Frisina.  The motion carried unanimously. 

MOTION by Commissioner Frisina to approve the minutes of April 27, 2010.  Second by 
Commissioner Bailey.  The motion carried unanimously. 

Well System Update 

Mark Neihaus gave a brief update and said the official startup date should be very soon; 
perhaps as early as the next week.  He advised that a phone line would be needed at the site, and it 
will need to be programmed to call a certain set of numbers in the event of an operation failure. 

Surplus Pipe 

Mr. Kevin Kirby advised the well contractor in Ellisville is interested in selling the county 
his leftover 12” pipe instead of him having to restock it.  The pipe costs approximately $13 per foot.  
The County will use this size pipe in the near future.  The Committee agreed to offer the well 
contractor the cost of the pipe, less half of the restocking fee.  There was discussion about storing 
the pipe. Commissioner Bailey will meet Mr. Kirby at the old pole barn on the western side of the 
wellfield property to show him the old pole barn that could possibly be used for storage. 

MOTION by Commissioner Frisina to accept the Committee’s recommendation to purchase 
the pipe less half the restocking fee.  Second by Commissioner Bailey.  The motion carried 
unanimously. 

Public Question 

Citizen Stewart Lilker asked if a person several miles from the main connection requests a 
waterline be run to their property, whether the people between the main connection point and where 
the line is extended to would have to share in the cost of extending the line. 

The County Manager explained that the requesting party would have to pay to have the line 
extended. A portion of the fees paid by those hooking on to that line at a later date would be shared 
with the person who initially paid to have the line run. They would not have to pay for the line 
extension unless they hooked onto the line. 

Adjournment 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 10:40 a.m. 

ATTEST:
 _______________________________________ 

      Jody Dupree, Chairman 
_______________________________ Utility Committee 
P. DeWitt Cason 
Clerk of Circuit Court 
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